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tKH�+XPDQ�5LJKWV�)RXQGDWLRQ��+5)��LV�D�QRQSDUWLVDQ�QRQSURƓW� 
organization that promotes and protects human rights globally,  
with a focus on closed societies. hRf unites people in the  
common cause of defending human rights and promoting  
liberal democracy. our mission is to ensure that freedom is  
both preserved and promoted around the world.

We focus our work on advancing the founding principles of the human rights  

movement, those most purely represented in the 1976 International Covenant  

on Civil and Political Rights. 

We seek, in particular, to sustain the struggle for liberty in places where 

it is now under threat. HRF neither supports nor condones violence. As a 

QRQSURÀW�����F���RUJDQL]DWLRQ��+5)�UHOLHV�RQ�WKH�GRQDWLRQV�RI�LQGLYLGXDOV��
foundations, and corporations. We welcome your support. 

HRF Mission & oveRview
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Accordingly, we believe thAt All 
humAn beings Are entitled to: 

fReedom fRom 
inteRfeRence And

 coeRcion in mAtteRs 
of conscience

fReedom
 fRom slAveRy 
And toRtuRe

fReedom of 
self-deteRminAtion  

the Right to 
leAve And enteR 
theiR countRies

fReedom of 
AssociAtion



2YHU�WKH�SDVW�WZR�\HDUV��WKH�+XPDQ�5LJKWV�)RXQGDWLRQ��+5)��
has seamlessly transitioned from a group focusing solely on the 

$PHULFDV�WR�DQ�RUJDQL]DWLRQ�DGGUHVVLQJ�KXPDQ�ULJKWV�ZRUOGZLGH��
While maintaining a steadfast and consistent commitment to 

defending civil and political rights and exposing closed societies, 

HRF has established itself as an unwaveringly principled and 

VLJQLÀFDQW�YRLFH�LQ�WKH�JOREDO�KXPDQ�ULJKWV�FRQYHUVDWLRQ��+5)�
FRQWLQXHV�WR�ÀQG�ZD\V�WR�EULQJ�IUHVK�SHUVSHFWLYHV�DQG�QHZ�VWUDWHJLHV�
to human rights advocacy while supporting dissidents, giving rights 

defenders venues to brainstorm and speak, focusing the global 

discussion on dictatorship, and taking direct action for the liberation 

of political prisoners and persecuted persons.

Several of HRF’s recent media campaigns have used the power of 

celebrity to focus the world’s attention on human rights crises that 

UHFHLYH�OLWWOH�RU�QR�DWWHQWLRQ��,Q�������-HQQLIHU�/RSH]��.DQ\H�:HVW�� 
and Mariah Carey performed for the dictators of Turkmenistan, 

.D]DNKVWDQ��DQG�$QJROD��UHVSHFWLYHO\��:KLOH�WKH�PDLQVWUHDP�PHGLD�
hardly ever reports on the crimes of these authoritarian regimes, after 

+5)�SXEOLFO\�FRQGHPQHG�WKH�SHUIRUPDQFHV�RI�/RSH]��:HVW��DQG� 

Letter from 
the President

Carey, the repression in these countries was catapulted into newspaper 

and television headlines ranging from the BBC to “Good Morning 

America.” With creativity and dynamism, HRF is generating the kind 

of impact usually garnered by much larger groups.

$V�PXFK�DV�ZH�DUH�SULYLOHJHG�WR�KDYH�WKLV�NLQG�RI�LQÁXHQFH��ZH�DUH�
equally interested in supporting civil society groups and dissidents 

in more direct ways. For the past seven years, HRF has assisted Cuban 

civil society leaders by arming them with technology and information. 

$SSO\LQJ�RXU�YDVW�H[SHULHQFH�JDLQHG�LQ�&XED��WKLV�SDVW�-XQH��DQ�+5)�
GHOHJDWLRQ�WUDYHOHG�WR�6HRXO��6RXWK�.RUHD��WR�EHJLQ�GHWHUPLQLQJ�KRZ�
EHVW�WR�KHOS�1RUWK�.RUHD·V�QDVFHQW�FLYLO�VRFLHW\�

$IWHU�ÀYH�\HDUV��RXU�LQWHUQDWLRQDO�KXPDQ�ULJKWV�FRQIHUHQFH��WKH�2VOR�
)UHHGRP�)RUXP��2))���KDV�EHFRPH�WKH�ZRUOG·V�ODUJHVW�DQG�PRVW�
LQÁXHQWLDO�IHVWLYDO�IRU�FRPEDWLQJ�GLFWDWRUVKLS�DQG�VXSSRUWLQJ� 
LQGLYLGXDO�ULJKWV��(DFK�\HDU�2))·V�SURÀOH�JURZV�DV�D�VXPPLW�DQG�D�
resource for dissidents and democrats from around the world.

+5)�DOVR�SXEOLFL]HV�WKH�QREOH�ZRUN�RI�GLVVLGHQWV�WKURXJK�WKH�9iFODY�
+DYHO�3UL]H�IRU�&UHDWLYH�'LVVHQW��7KH������DQG������/DXUHDWHV³���������

thor halvorssen



LQFOXGLQJ�6\ULDQ�FDUWRRQLVW�$OL�)HU]DW��&XEDQ�FLYLO�VRFLHW\�JURXS�/DGLHV�
in White, Saudi women’s rights advocate Manal al-Sharif, and Chinese 

DUWLVW�$L�:HLZHL³ZHUH�WKUXVW�LQWR�WKH�JOREDO�PHGLD�VSRWOLJKW�DQG�JLYHQ�
FDVK�SUL]HV�DQG�UHFRJQLWLRQ�

+5)·V�HͿRUWV�DUH�SXQFWXDWHG�E\�*DUU\�.DVSDURY��RXU�FKDLUPDQ��
Whether it is by visiting policymakers on Capitol Hill, speaking on 

MSNBC or BBC’s “HardTalk”, appearing as one of the last interview 

VXEMHFWV�RI�WKH�ODWH�6LU�'DYLG�)URVW��RU�ZULWLQJ�IRU�&11�DQG�7,0(��
.DVSRURY�FRQWLQXHV�WR�EH�DQ�HQHUJHWLF��GULYLQJ�IRUFH�IRU�IUHHGRP�� 
Although he is public enemy number one in Russia and cannot  

return without being jailed, he is as active as ever in the struggle  

for human rights. 

+5)�KDV�SOHQW\�LQ�VWRUH�IRU�������DV�ZH�FRQWLQXH�WKH�&ROOHJH�)UHHGRP�
Forum series on U.S. campuses; expand our on-the ground work in 

UHSUHVVLYH�UHJLPHV�OLNH�&XED�DQG�1RUWK�.RUHD��SODQ�WKH�QH[W�2VOR� 
)UHHGRP�)RUXP��DQG�ODXQFK�D�WKUHH�\HDU�SURMHFW�DQDO\]LQJ�WKH� 
KLVWRU\�RI�IUHH�VSHHFK·V�EHQHÀW�WR�VRFLHW\�

We have come a long way since we expanded to a global focus two 

\HDUV�DJR�DQG�ZH�DFFRPSOLVK�ZKDW�ZH�GR�ZLWK�D�IXOOWLPH�VWDͿ�RI�MXVW�
11 and a gaggle of interns. Thank you for your continued support and 

interest in promoting and protecting freedom wherever it is under 

WKUHDW��,�KRSH�\RX�HQMR\�UHDGLQJ�WKLV�UHSRUW�RQ�+5)·V�DFWLYLWLHV�LQ������
DQG�������,I�\RX�ZRXOG�OLNH�WR�OHDUQ�PRUH�DERXW�+5)·V�ZRUN��SOHDVH�
visit our website at www.TheHRF.org. Given that repression is on the 

rise across much of the world, your support and interest are more vital 

than ever.

With gratitude,

Thor Halvorssen

President

letteR fRom the pResident   04
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“if the globAl humAn Rights 

movement weRe to cReAte its own 

unified RepResentAtive body, it 

would looK something liKe this” 

– wired uK

RAise 
humAn Rights 

to the top 
of the woRld 

AgendA

netwoRK 
pARticipAnts 

with Allies And 
suppoRteRs

6LQFH�LWV�ODXQFK�LQ�������WKH�2VOR�)UHHGRP�
)RUXP��2))��KDV�EHFRPH�WKH�ZRUOG·V�ELJJHVW�
festival for individual rights and the only event 

on the global calendar that squarely addresses 

W\UDQQ\��,Q�LWV�ÀUVW�ÀYH�\HDUV��2))�KDV�XQLWHG�
JDPH�FKDQJHUV�OLNH�$XQJ�6DQ�6XX�.\L��&KHQ�
*XDQJFKHQJ��0DQDO�DO�6KDULI��9iFODY�+DYHO��
0DULR�9DUJDV�/ORVD��:DHO�*KRQLP��6KLULQ�(EDGL��
-LPP\�:DOHV��/HFK�:DOHVD��/H\PDK�*ERZHH��
and Elie Wiesel.

Aung san suu Kyi
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inspiRe Action 
thRough 

the exchAnge 
of ideAs

cReAte 
A vibRAnt, 

inteRnAtionAl 
community 
focused on 

humAn Rights

estAblish A 
humAn Rights Axis 

foR jouRnAlists

spotlight 
the woRK of 
Activists And 
innovAtoRs

expose 
unfRee And closed 

societies

Assemble A 
publicly Accessible 

ARchive of 
poweRful humAn 
Rights testimony

manal al-sharif

0DULR�9DUJDV�/ORVD

Chen Guangcheng



The BBC and CNN hold live broadcasts from the conference and more 

WKDQ�������SHRSOH�GUDZQ�IURP����FRXQWULHV�DQQXDOO\�WXQH�LQWR�RXU�
livestream. Everyone on Twitter is able to join the conversation at 

@OsloFF��3DQHO�GLVFXVVLRQV³PRGHUDWHG�E\�PHGLD�UHSUHVHQWDWLYHV�IURP�
WKH�%%&�DQG�7KH�'DLO\�%HDVW³LQFOXGH�WRSLFV�OLNH�WKH�ZRUOG·V�ZRUVW�
ZRPHQ·V�ULJKWV�FULVHV�DQG�WKH�GDUN�VLGH�RI�JRYHUQPHQWV�WKDW�VDFULÀFH�
individual rights for stability and growth.

“A cRuciAlly impoRtAnt event, And 
An ARenA foR discussing the most 
impoRtAnt humAn Rights issues of 
ouR time”– norwegian foreign minister espen barth eide

,Q�������WKH�7ZLWWHU�KDVKWDJ #OsloFF was a trending topic in the United 

States during the opening session. Participants tweet that OFF is “truly 

inspiring,” “eye-opening,” “humbling,” and a “life changing experience” 

with the “bravest speakers of any event you’ve ever attended.”

“the RAnge of speAKeRs is 
stunning, but the ReAl Action 
hAppens in times between the 
foRmAl tAlKs And pAnels” – the daily beast

All OFF talks are available on our website in a library containing videos 

IURP�RYHU�����VSHDNHUV��IURP����GLͿHUHQW�FRXQWULHV��2))�WDONV�KDYH�EHHQ�
viewed more than 1.2 million times from YouTube users across every 

FRXQWU\�RQ�HDUWK��ZLWK�WKH�H[FHSWLRQV�RI�1RUWK�.RUHD�DQG�7XUNPHQLVWDQ�

Each year, OFF functions as a hub for human rights stories, with  

KXQGUHGV�RI�DUWLFOHV�ÀOHG�IURP�1RUZD\�DQG�SXEOLVKHG�LQ�GR]HQV�RI�
countries and languages. For example, National Review’s senior  

editor keeps a seven-part journal of his OFF experience, and CNN,  

7KH�$WODQWLF��DQG�135�DUH�DPRQJ�WKH�GR]HQV�RI�RXWOHWV�WKDW�SURÀOH� 
the incredible stories of OFF speakers.

#osloff  life changing experience

(l-R) Amir Ahmad nasr, lina ben mhenni, manal al-sharif, maryam al-Khawaja,  
and Ahmed benchemsi



“oveR intensely moving sessions…
And AfteRwARds oveR dinneR, 
dRinKs And lAte-night conveRsAtion, 
stoRies ARe shARed, cAmpAigns 
shARpened And new AlliAnces 
foRged. the poweR of the event…
lies in the seAmless mix of gRAss-
Roots Activists…And the top-level 
policymAKeRs And influenceRs who 
cAn Act on whAt they leARn.”  ²�:LUHG�8.

A diverse range of institutions support OFF with programmatic advice, 

ÀQDQFLDO�VXSSRUW��DQG�LQ�NLQG�GRQDWLRQV��2))·V�SULPDU\�ÀQDQFLDO�
supporters are the Brin Wojcicki Foundation, the Thiel Foundation, 

WKH�&LW\�RI�2VOR��&RORU�/LQH��WKH�1RUZHJLDQ�0LQLVWU\�RI�)RUHLJQ�$ͿDLUV��
and Fritt Ord. OFF program partners are Amnesty International Norway, 

&LYLWD��WKH�1RUZHJLDQ�+HOVLQNL�&RPPLWWHH��/,0�1RUZD\��DQG�3/$1�
Norway. In-kind donations come from Manhattan Portage, Guardian 

%RRNV��3HQJXLQ�%RRNV��-RK��-RKDQQVRQ�&RͿHH��SŗUaOLVVH�VNLQFDUH��WKH�
Matriarch Foundation, and the Nobel Peace Center.

oslo fReedom foRum   11

#osloff  humbling

#osloff  truly inspiring

#osloff  eye-opening

#osloff  bravest speakers of 
any event you’ve ever attended



Manal al-Sharif

The story of Manal al-Sharif is emblematic of 
OFF’s ability to bring attention to individual  
activists. Her historic 2012 talk—in which she 
explained how she had “committed a crime” by 
breaking Saudi Arabia’s ban on women driving—
has amassed more than 380,000 YouTube views 
and was featured on CNN.com. Subsequently 
named one of Newsweek’s top 10 world 
revolutionaries, al Sharif’s 
presentation created a national 
debate in Saudi Arabia on 
women’s rights.

ali

abduleMaM

Persecuted Bahraini blogger Ali 
Abdulemam re-appeared in 2013, 
after nearly two years in hiding 
following massive government 
protests. He was tried in absentia 
by a military court and sentenced 
to 15 years in prison for plotting 
an anti-government “coup.” 

In early 2013, HRF drafted 
plans—later described by CNN’s Christiane Aman-
pour as a “modern-day Argo”—for his escape from 
Bahrain. Abdulemam was able to escape to the U.K. 
just days before the plan went forward. There, he was 
granted political asylum and, with HRF’s assistance, 
an exit visa to speak at OFF. 

Spotlight on 
Human RigHts DefenDeRs



Chee Soon Juan

,Q�������WKH�6LQJDSRUHDQ�UHJLPH�
banned outspoken opposition 

OHDGHU�&KHH�6RRQ�-XDQ�IURP� 
participating at OFF. The country’s 

leaders imposed a travel ban on 

Chee and sued him for defamation. 

HRF asked the Singaporean prime 

minister in a public letter to lift 

Chee’s travel ban, to no avail. HRF 

arranged for Chee to participate 

at OFF12 via video; his speech generated more than 

�������YLHZV�RQOLQH�LQ�MXVW�D�IHZ�GD\V��

HRF’s letter launched a Yahoo! Investigative report 

and sparked a national debate on political freedom in 

Singapore. In Norway, the scandal forced the foreign 

ministry to pressure the Singaporean government on 

KLV�FDVH��6LQJDSRUH�ÀQDOO\�OLIWHG�&KHH·V�WUDYHO�EDQ�DQG�
KH�ZDV�DEOH�WR�VSHDN�DW�2))���

rafael MarqueS de MoraiS

After calling the Angolan president a dictator in 

1999, activist Rafael Marques de Morais was arrested, 

charged with defamation, and sentenced to six months 

LQ�SULVRQ��'H�0RUDLV�VSRNH�RXW�DJDLQVW�UHSUHVVLRQ�LQ�
$QJROD�DW�2))����ZKHUH�KH�DWWHQGHG�D�ZRUNVKRS�RQ�
internet security led by computer security researcher 

DQG�KDFNHU�-DFRE�$SSHOEDXP��$SSHOEDXP�GLVFRYHUHG�
previously unheard-of spyware on de Morais’ laptop 

that allowed a multinational corporation to monitor 

his computer remotely. 

7HFK�PDJD]LQHV�DURXQG�WKH�ZRUOG�
covered the story, and the May 

�����1HZVZHHN�FRYHU�VWRU\�RQ�
cyber security featured a segment 

about de Morais and the spyware. 

'H�0RUDLV�UHFHQWO\�ZRUNHG�ZLWK�
HRF again to expose the corrupt 

Angolan dictator’s daughter, Isabel 

dos Santos.

oslo fReedom foRum   13
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sAn fRAncisco fReedom foRum



san franCisCo 
freedom forum

OHDGHU�DQG�SOD\ZULJKW�9iFODY�+DYHO��$IWHU�KHU�
talk, forum founder Thor Halvorssen presented 

6XX�ZLWK�WKH�9iFODY�+DYHO�3UL]H�IRU�&UHDWLYH�
'LVVHQW��LQ�UHFRJQLWLRQ�RI�KHU�´FUHDWLYLW\�DQG�
decades of determination that kept pressure on 

Burma’s leaders.” Other speakers featured at 

SFFF included: Saudi women’s rights pioneer 

0DQDO�DO�6KDULI��FRQÁLFW�SV\FKRORJLVW�-XVWLQH�
+DUG\��6ODWH�HGLWRU�DQG�DXWKRU�:LOOLDP�-��'RE-

son; drug policy reformer Ethan Nadelmann; 

Chinese scholar and former political prisoner 

<DQJ�-LDQOL��DQG�.D]DNKVWDQL�WKHDWHU�GLUHFWRU�
Bolat Atabayev.

,Q�6HSWHPEHU�������+5)�KHOG�WKH�ÀUVW�VDWHOOLWH�
Freedom Forum conference, the San Francisco 

)UHHGRP�)RUXP��6)))���DW�WKH�%HQWO\�5HVHUYH�LQ�
downtown San Francisco. SFFF brought together 

a global community of innovators and activists 

to exchange ideas on how best to protect and 

promote individual rights. Speakers explored 

various paths to freedom, with Burmese 

1REHO�3HDFH�3UL]H�/DXUHDWH�$XQJ�6DQ�6XX�
.\L�NH\QRWLQJ�WKH�HYHQW��,Q�KHU�DGGUHVV��6XX�
shared her experiences in the long struggle for 

freedom in Burma, outlined a philosophy of 

QRQ�YLROHQFH��DQG�SDLG�WULEXWH�WR�WKH�ODWH�&]HFK�

“when Aung sAn suu Kyi met the cRAigslist guy” 
                                                          – The Atlantic

“An extRAoRdinARy And 

 impoRtAnt gAtheRing” 

                                                       — GlobalPost



sAn fRAncisco fReedom foRum   16
Aung san suu Kyi



17

václAv hAvel pRize   cReAtive dissentfo
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VÁCLaV haVeL Prize

5HFRJQL]LQJ�WKRVH�ZKR��ZLWK�EUDYHU\�DQG�LQJHQXLW\��XQPDVN�WKH�OLH�
RI�GLFWDWRUVKLS�E\�OLYLQJ�LQ�WUXWK��+5)�DZDUGHG�WKH�ÀUVW�9iFODY�+DYHO�
3UL]H�IRU�&UHDWLYH�'LVVHQW�LQ�0D\������WR�%XUPHVH�RSSRVLWLRQ�OHDGHU�
'DZ�$XQJ�6DQ�6XX�.\L��&KLQHVH�DUWLVW�$L�:HLZHL��DQG�6DXGL�ZRPHQ·V�
rights advocate Manal al-Sharif. The award honors the memory and 

achievements of Havel, HRF’s late chairman.

7KH������ODXUHDWHV�ZHUH�6\ULDQ�SROLWLFDO�FDUWRRQLVW�$OL�)HU]DW��1RUWK�
.RUHDQ�GHPRFUDF\�DFWLYLVW�3DUN�6DQJ�+DN��DQG�&XEDQ�FLYLO�VRFLHW\�
JURXS�/DGLHV�LQ�:KLWH³UHSUHVHQWHG�E\�WKHLU�FXUUHQW�OHDGHU�%HUWD�6ROHU�

7KH�+DYHO�3UL]H�ZDV�FUHDWHG�E\�+5)�ZLWK�WKH�HQWKXVLDVWLF�HQGRUVHPHQW�
RI�'DJPDU�+DYORYi��+DYHO·V�ZLGRZ��DQG�ZDV�IXQGHG�MRLQWO\�E\�JUDQWV�
IURP�WKH�%ULQ�:RMFLFNL�)RXQGDWLRQ��WKH�7KLHO�)RXQGDWLRQ��DQG�WKH�-RKQ�
Templeton Foundation.

“A glimmeR of inspiRAtion” 
—7KH�:DOO�6WUHHW�-RXUQDO

manal al-sharif
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countRy by 
countRy:

China: Mobilizing for Liu Xiaobo’s Freedom
$V�D�IRXQGLQJ�PHPEHU�RI�WKH�6XSSRUW�&RPPLWWHH�IRU�/LX�;LDRER��+5)�
led an international push for the release of the imprisoned Chinese 

SRHW�DQG������1REHO�3HDFH�3UL]H�/DXUHDWH��&RQVLVWLQJ�RI�LQWHOOHFWXDOV��
DUWLVWV��&KLQD�H[SHUWV��DQG�KXPDQ�ULJKWV�DFWLYLVWV³LQFOXGLQJ�VL[�1REHO�
/DXUHDWHV³WKH�LQWHUQDWLRQDO�&RPPLWWHH·V�JRDO�LV�WR�LQIRUP��GHIHQG��DQG�
DGYRFDWH�IRU�WKH�UHOHDVH�RI�/LX�

,Q�'HFHPEHU�������WKH�&RPPLWWHH�VHQW�D�OHWWHU�VLJQHG�E\�����1REHO� 
/DXUHDWHV�DQG�PRUH�WKDQ���������RWKHU�LQGLYLGXDOV�WR�WKH�&KLQHVH� 
DXWKRULWLHV��GHPDQGLQJ�/LX·V�UHOHDVH�IRUP�-LQ]KRX�3ULVRQ�

Ecuador: Criminalizing Dissent
While Ecuadorean president Rafael Correa grows bolder in his  

consolidation of power and crackdown on dissent, HRF continues  

to campaign on behalf of those persecuted by his regime. After  

calling Correa a tyrant in an op-ed, journalist Emilio Palacio and  

executives of Ecuador’s largest newspaper, El Universo, were sentenced 

WR�WKUHH�\HDUV�LQ�SULVRQ�DQG�RUGHUHG�WR�SD\�����PLOOLRQ�LQ�GDPDJHV�
for “defaming the president.” HRF generated major media attention 

through its legal report, letters, and multiple press releases on the case.

Within a month of HRF’s condemnation of the decision of the Ecuador-

HDQ�1DWLRQDO�&RXUW�WR�XSKROG�WKH�SULVRQ�VHQWHQFH�DQG�ÀQH�LQ�WKLV�FDVH��
President Correa announced that he would pardon Palacio and the 

executives. HRF’s legal report and other publications on the case were 

DOVR�LQVWUXPHQWDO�LQ�3DODFLR·V�VXFFHVVIXO�ELG�LQ������IRU�SROLWLFDO�DV\OXP�
in the U.S.

adVoCaCy and anaLysis

liu xiaobo

emilio palacio



Equatorial Guinea: 
Dismantling D.C.-Based Helpers

7HRGRUR�2ELDQJ�KDV�UXOHG�(TXDWRULDO�*XLQHD�ZLWK�DQ�LURQ�ÀVW�VLQFH�
������:RUNLQJ�ZLWK�(TXDWRJXLQHDQ�KXPDQ�ULJKWV�ODZ\HU��DQG�2))���
VSHDNHU��7XWX�$OLFDQWH��+5)�OHG�D�FDPSDLJQ�WR�H[SRVH�WKH�35�ZRUN�
RI�WKH�'�&��EDVHG�QRQSURÀW�RUJDQL]DWLRQ�6XOOLYDQ�)RXQGDWLRQ�IRU�WKH�
Obiang regime. Upon learning that the Sullivan Foundation was doing 

paid PR work for the Obiang regime, HRF sent a public letter, asking 

the foundation to cancel the “human rights” summit it planned on 

KROGLQJ�LQ�WKH�(TXDWRJXLQHDQ�FDSLWDO�LQ�$XJXVW������

As a result of the campaign launched by HRF, honorary chairman 

Bill Clinton’s name was scrubbed from the Sullivan Foundation’s 

ZHEVLWH��KLJK�SURÀOH�FRQIHUHQFH�DWWHQGHHV�GHFOLQHG�WR�SDUWLFLSDWH��
and the keynote speaker cancelled his appearance. The letter and the 

subsequent fallout sparked media coverage of the scandal in Reuters, 

the Associated Press, BBC, Foreign Policy, The National Review, The 

:DVKLQJWRQ�7LPHV��$IWHQSRVWHQ��*OREDO�9RLFHV��DQG�7KH�*XDUGLDQ�

Several months after the disastrous conference, U.S. News and 

:RUOG�5HSRUW�EURNH�WKH�QHZV�WKDW�WKH�/HRQ�+��6XOOLYDQ�)RXQGDWLRQ�
had closed its doors for good. The Washington Post ran a stunning 

H[SRVH³´7KH�,PSORVLRQ�RI�D�/HJDF\µ³RQ�WKH�6XOOLYDQ�)RXQGDWLRQ·V�
rise and fall. One of Obiang’s most useful Western puppets was 

shamed out of helping him by HRF’s advocacy work.
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Kazakhstan: Crackdown on 
Independent Media

1XUVXOWDQ�1D]DUED\HY�LV�D�6RYLHW�HUD�GLFWDWRU�ZKR�KDV�UXOHG�
DQG�ORRWHG�.D]DNKVWDQ�DV�KLV�IDPLO\�ÀHIGRP�VLQFH�������:LWK�
a well-oiled public relations machine that includes former 

British prime minister Tony Blair, much is written about rapid 

GHYHORSPHQW�XQGHU�1D]DUED\HY·V�UHLJQ�DQG�OLWWOH�LV�SXEOLVKHG�
DERXW�WKH�VXͿHULQJ�RI�WKH�.D]DNKVWDQL�SHRSOH��ZLWK�ZLGHVSUHDG�
government corruption, a stacked judiciary, state-controlled 

media and labor, and an asphyxiated civil society.

,Q�'HFHPEHU�������RQH�\HDU�DIWHU����VWULNLQJ�ZRUNHUV�ZHUH�
PXUGHUHG�LQ�WKH�=KDQDR]HQ�NLOOLQJV��+5)�VXEPLWWHG�D�OHWWHU�
WR�1D]DUED\HY��UHTXHVWLQJ�WKDW�KH�UHOHDVH�RSSRVLWLRQ�OHDGHU�
9ODGLPLU�.R]ORY�DQG�VWRS�WKH�JRYHUQPHQW�FUDFNGRZQ�RQ�
independent media. HRF also commissioned a requiem for 

WKH�YLFWLPV�RI�=KDQDR]HQ��FRPSRVHG�E\�'DYLG�)XOPHU�DQG�
titled “Star of the North,” which helped raise awareness about 

.D]DNKVWDQ·V�GLFWDWRUVKLS�LQ�DUW�DQG�PXVLF�FLUFOHV�

$IWHU�LQYHVWLJDWLQJ�DQG�DQDO\]LQJ�FDVHV�DJDLQVW�IRXU�PHGLD�
RXWOHWV�LQ�.D]DNKVWDQ��DOO�RI�ZKLFK�ZHUH�FKDUJHG�LQ�D�
.D]DNKVWDQL�GLVWULFW�FRXUW�ZLWK�´SURSDJDWLQJ�H[WUHPLVPµ�
and were banned from broadcasting and publishing, HRF 

UHOHDVHG�D�IXOO�OHJDO�UHSRUW�RQ�WKH�PDWWHU��ÀQGLQJ�WKH�
1D]DED\HY�JRYHUQPHQW�LQ�FOHDU�YLRODWLRQ�RI�LQWHUQDWLRQDO�
IUHH�H[SUHVVLRQ�ODZV��,Q�'HFHPEHU��+5)�XUJHG�WKH�81�WR�
LQTXLUH�LQWR�1D]DUED\HY·V�PHGLD�FUDFNGRZQ�

Kazakhstani president nursultan nazarbayev

protests in Kazakhstan after the zhanaozen killings in december 2012



Pakistan: Advocating for Women’s Rights
:RPHQ�LQ�3DNLVWDQ�FRQWLQXH�WR�EH�YLFWLPL]HG�ZLWK�KRQRU�NLOOLQJV��
forced marriages, and rape as a form of retribution, crimes that go 

largely unpunished. Current legislation in defense of women is a 

hollow gesture, a written commitment without enforcement.

HRF submitted a report to the United Nations on the Pakistani 

government’s failure to exercise due diligence in the case of rights 

advocate Mukhtar Mai, a victim of gang rape in her rural village 

of Meerwala. The Supreme Court of Pakistan acquitted all but one 

of her accused rapists. HRF’s report states that in order to fully 

comply with its due diligence obligations under the Convention 

RQ�WKH�(OLPLQDWLRQ�RI�DOO�)RUPV�RI�'LVFULPLQDWLRQ�$JDLQVW�:RPHQ��
3DNLVWDQ�PXVW�HͿHFWLYHO\�LQYHVWLJDWH�DOO�FDVHV��SURVHFXWH�DQG�SXQLVK�
those responsible, and adequately compensate the victims.

Paraguay: Lugo’s Impeachment Not a Coup
:KHQ�3DUDJXD\·V�SDUOLDPHQW�LPSHDFKHG�3UHVLGHQW�)HUQDQGR�/XJR��
the international media, the global human rights establishment, and 

VHYHUDO�JRYHUQPHQWV�RI�/DWLQ�$PHULFD�UXVKHG�WR�SDLQW�WKH�HYHQWV�DV�
a coup d’état. HRF, however, concluded in a public statement that 

the impeachment process was constitutional and that any outside 

interference would harm Paraguay’s nascent democratic development.

Rather than rushing to follow others in immediately condemning the 

impeachment, HRF’s legal team thoroughly examined all the aspects 

of the case and presented a balanced and well-researched statement. 

In support of its opinion, HRF published a column in Americas 

Quarterly, which was the most read article on the site for a week. 

HRF’s international legal director appeared on CNN en Español to 

discuss the case, and HRF’s opinion was later cited by new services 

such as EFE, the Associated Press, and Foreign Policy.
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protests for women’s rights in pakistan paraguayan president fernando lugo



Russia: Opposing Putin’s 
Corrupt Authoritarianism

:KHQ�9ODGLPLU�3XWLQ�UHVXPHG�WKH�5XVVLDQ�SUHVLGHQF\�LQ�0D\������ 
�KLV�JRYHUQPHQW�FUDFNHG�GRZQ�RQ�SUR�GHPRFUDF\�DQG�QRQSURÀW� 
advocacy groups and jailed members of the punk rock band Pussy 

5LRW�IRU�SURWHVWLQJ�KLV�UHJLPH��,Q�UHVSRQVH��+5)·V�&HQWHU�IRU�/DZ�DQG�
'HPRFUDF\��+5)�&/'��UHOHDVHG�D�OHJDO�UHSRUW�RQ�WKH�3XVV\�5LRW�FDVH��
concluding that the arrest, bail denial, and criminal conviction of the 

three female punk rockers violated the European Convention on  

Human Rights. HRF also published a popular article in Forbes  

about the case.

,Q�$XJXVW�������+5)�FKDLUPDQ�*DUU\�.DVSDURY�ZDV�DUUHVWHG�DQG� 
beaten outside the courthouse in Moscow where the verdict was 

UHDFKHG��.DVSDURY�ZDV�GHFODUHG�LQQRFHQW�RI�DQ\�FULPHV�LQ�D�5XVVLDQ�
FRXUW�D�IHZ�GD\V�ODWHU��:KLOH�.DVSDURY�KDV�DQQRXQFHG�WKDW�KH�ZLOO� 
not return to Russia for fear of not being allowed to leave amidst the 

current political crackdown, under his leadership, HRF will continue  

WR�ÀJKW�DJDLQVW�3XWLQ�

$W�2))����+5)�IRFXVHG�
international attention on 

Russia with Bill Browder, the 

originator of the Magnitsky 

$FW��DQG�7KH�*XDUGLDQ·V�/XNH�
+DUGLQJ��WKH�ÀUVW�MRXUQDOLVW�WR�
be banned from Russia since 

the Cold War.
bill browder



Venezuela: During and After Chávez
$IWHU�RUGHULQJ�WKH�UHOHDVH�RI�D�SROLWLFDO�SULVRQHU��9HQH]XHODQ�MXGJH�
0DULD�/RXUGHV�$ÀXQL�HQGXUHG�3UHVLGHQW�&KiYH]·V�SHUVRQDO�LUH�DQG�
was herself arrested and spent three years under pre-trail house arrest. 

,Q�0D\�������+5)�GHFODUHG�$ÀXQL�D�SULVRQHU�RI�FRQVFLHQFH��+5)�&/'·V�
analysis of the case was published across the Spanish-speaking world. 

,Q�-XQH�������$ÀXQL�ZDV�IUHHG�IURP�KRXVH�DUUHVW�

,Q�6HSWHPEHU�������+5)�&/'�VXEPLWWHG�D�SHWLWLRQ�DQG�OHJDO�UHSRUW�WR�
the United Nations, requesting that it condemn the subordination of 

WKH�9HQH]XHODQ�MXGLFLDU\�WR�WKH�H[HFXWLYH�SRZHU��+5)·V�OHJDO�UHSRUW�
GRFXPHQWV�WKH�JUDGXDO�HURVLRQ�RI�MXGLFLDO�LQGHSHQGHQFH�LQ�9HQH]XHOD�
through the passing of a law that enabled the stacking of the judiciary 

with judges loyal to the ruling party.
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in the run-up to the 2013 venezuelan elections, hRf called on the secretary-general 
of the organization of American states (oAs) to promote an election observation 
mission and published an article in el país. hRf also co-authored an article in 
the Atlantic about how the venezuelan elections were unfree and unfair. After 
the government-controlled national electoral council (cne) declared maduro 
president by a margin of 1.83% of the votes, hRf supported opposition leader 
henrique capriles’ requests for a recount.

hRf was invited to author Reason magazine’s obituary for chávez, focusing on the 
VWURQJPDQōV�OHJDF\�RI�FRQŴLFW�DQG�SURSDJDQGD�

hRf called upon venezuelan authorities to dismiss their case against miguel 
henández, an auto mechanic who has been prosecuted for three years for wearing 
a t-shirt featuring bart simpson with the phrase “hugo: i shit on your revolution” to 
a baseball game. hRf highlighted this clear example of the criminalization of free 
speech in an article for foreign policy.



,Q�0D\�������+5)�SXEOLVKHG�DQ�DUWLFOH�LQ�$PHULFD·V�4XDUWHUO\�FDOOLQJ�
for the OAS to apply its democracy clause against presidents who 

disregard the rules under which they were elected to abuse their 

SRZHU�DQG�H[WHQG�WKHLU�WHUPV�LQGHÀQLWHO\��,Q�'HFHPEHU�������+5)�
called on the OAS to apply the democracy clause in order to prevent 

IXUWKHU�HURVLRQ�RI�GHPRFUDF\�LQ�1LFDUDJXD��ZKHUH�3UHVLGHQW�'DQLHO�
Ortega has passed constitutional reform that seeks to allow his 

LQGHÀQLWH�UH�HOHFWLRQ�

,Q�'HFHPEHU�������+5)�DUJXHG�LQ�(O�3DtV�DQG�$PHULFD·V�
4XDUWHUO\�WKDW�WKH�GLVPLVVDO�RI�%RJRWi·V�PD\RU�*XVWDYR�3HWUR�
ZDV�DQ�H[DPSOH�RI�D�GHPRFUDWLF�FRXQWU\�ÀJKWLQJ�FRUUXSWLRQ�
and administrative incompetence in a manner that was not in 

compliance with international law. In this case, HRF has urged 

&RORPELD�WR�DGKHUH�WR�WKH�UXOH�RI�ODZ�DQG�JLYH�WKH�PD\RU�RI�%RJRWi�
KLV�MRE�EDFN��7KH�DUWLFOH�LQ�(O�3DtV�KDV�EHHQ�VKDUHG�RQ�)DFHERRN�PRUH�
WKDQ��������WLPHV��LQFOXGLQJ�E\�3HWUR�KLPVHOI�RQ�KLV�SHUVRQDO�SDJH�

democrAcy erosion 
in the AmeRicAs

nicaraguan president daniel ortega
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Cuba: 
Supporting and Celebrating Civil Society
HRF visits and supplies technology, funds, medication, and 

other humanitarian aid to civil society groups in Cuba, where 

GLVVHQW�LV�FULPLQDOL]HG��2YHU�WKH�SDVW�\HDU��+5)�KDV�WDNHQ� 
individual rights work in Cuba to a new and creative  

dimension by producing and distributing a story and  

activity book for Cuban youth. The project adapted the  

content of HRF’s highly popular human rights guide for  

&XEDQV��´7XV�'HUHFKRV�+XPDQRV�µ�LQWR�DQ�HQJDJLQJ�VWRU\� 
with language, themes, illustrations, and accompanying  

DFWLYLWLHV�VXLWDEOH�IRU�FKLOGUHQ�DJH����DQG�XQGHU�

+5)�LV�DOVR�EXLOGLQJ�RQ�LWV�2VOR�)UHHGRP�)RUXP�9LGHR�3URMHFW�
in Cuba by producing and distributing more Spanish-dubbed 

versions of OFF speeches. Cubans gain solidarity, inspiration, 

context, and useful human rights knowledge from watching 

OFF talks, and accompanying discussion guides reinforce the 

themes of the videos and facilitate in-depth conversations  

DERXW�LQGLYLGXDO�ULJKWV�DPRQJ�&XEDQ�FLWL]HQV� &XEDQ�\RXWK�UHDGLQJ�+5)ōV�FKLOGUHQ�ERRN�ŏ/D�ƓHVWD�GHO�FRQHMLWRŐ



North Korea: 
Hacking the Information Monopoly
,Q�������+5)�VWDUWHG�LWV�'LVUXSW�1RUWK�.RUHD�SURMHFW�ZLWK�LWV�
ÀUVW�WULS�WR�6RXWK�.RUHD�WR�OHDUQ�KRZ�EHVW�WR�KHOS�1RUWK�.RUHD·V�
nascent civil society. On the trip, HRF planned to work with the 

�����+DYHO�3UL]H�/DXUHDWH��3DUN�6DQJ�+DN�DQG�KLV�JURXS³
)LJKWHUV�IRU�D�)UHH�1RUWK�.RUHD³WR�ODXQFK�WKRXVDQGV�RI�
SUR�IUHHGRP�OHDÁHWV�DFURVV�WKH�ERUGHU�XVLQJ�KHOLXP�EDOORRQV��
+5)·V�HͿRUWV�PDGH�KHDGOLQHV�ZKHQ�WKH�1RUWK�.RUHDQ�UHJLPH�
issued warnings and publicly threatened to “slit the throats” 

RI�VWDͿ�PHPEHUV�

7KRXJK�+5)�ZDV�XQGHWHUUHG�E\�WKH�UHJLPH·V�WKUHDWV������6RXWK�
.RUHDQ�SROLFH�R΀FHUV�SK\VLFDOO\�DQG�IRUFLEO\�SUHYHQWHG�WKH�
balloon launch. Park attempted to launch the balloons in a 

GLͿHUHQW�ORFDWLRQ�DQG�ZDV�GHWDLQHG�DQG�UHOHDVHG�VL[�KRXUV�ODWHU��
He and his team covertly launched the balloons a few days after 

the thwarted attempt. 

:KLOH�LQ�6HRXO��+5)�WHVWLÀHG�DW�WKH�.RUHDQ�1DWLRQDO�$VVHPEO\�
DQG�PHW�D�KDOI�GR]HQ�GHIHFWRU�OHG�JURXSV�WKDW�ZRUN�ZLWK�UDGLR�
and smuggling operations.
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Authoritarian rulers commonly hire PR companies to bury evidence of 

human rights violations under rosy language about stability, economic 

growth, and commitments to help the poor. HRF is gaining traction as  

an authority on the subject, publishing popular articles exposing how  

35�FRPSDQLHV��SXEOLF�ÀJXUHV��WKLQN�WDQNV��DQG�QHZV�ZLUHV�VXSSRUW� 
dictatorships from Bahrain to Uganda. HRF has also leveraged popular 

culture and celebrity power to expose dictatorship.

“jennifeR lopez sings foR bRutAl 
dictAtoR, sAys she wouldn’t hAve 
peRfoRmed if she Knew he wAs A 
bRutAl dictAtoR” ²�%X]])HHG

hRf denounced pop divA jennifeR 
lopez AfteR she Accepted $1.5 
million to peRfoRm At A biRthdAy 
conceRt foR the dictAtoR 
of tuRKmenistAn.

%HFDXVH�RI�+5)·V�HͿRUWV��7XUNPHQLVWDQ·V�GUHDGIXO�
human rights situation made headlines across the world.

exposing
dictatoRsHip

the new york post features the 
jennifer lopez scandal on its 
front page
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A discussion of KAzAKhstAn’s 
“humAn Rights wAstelAnd” 
AppeARed in such populAR mediA 
As Rolling stone, Access 
hollywood, mtv news, And 
comedy centRAl’s “the 
colbeRt RepoRt.”

+5)�FRQGHPQHG�.DQ\H�:HVW·V�GHFLVLRQ�WR�WUDYHO�WR�&HQWUDO�$VLD�WR�
SHUIRUP�IRU�WKH�UXOLQJ�IDPLO\�RI�.D]DNKVWDQ��DQRWKHU�UHSUHVVLYH�UHJLPH�
whose crimes rarely make the news.

After HRF reported that Mariah Carey was paid $1 million to perform 

LQ�$QJROD�IRU�WKH�FRXQWU\·V�GLFWDWRU��GR]HQV�RI�SRSXODU�PHGLD�RXWOHWV�
DURXQG�WKH�ZRUOG³LQFOXGLQJ�´*RRG�0RUQLQJ�$PHULFDµ³UHSRUWHG�RQ�
human rights abuses in Angola. 

,Q�ODWH�������+DOYRUVVHQ�SHQQHG�DQ�
open letter to the CEO of Urban 

2XWÀWWHUV�LQ�SURWHVW�RI�WKHLU�&KH�
Guevara merchandise. The resulting 

onrush of media resulted in Urban 

2XWÀWWHUV�SXOOLQJ�WKH�LWHPV�IURP�
their shelves.

mariah carey (center) poses with Angolan dictator jose eduardo dos santos and his family

Kanye west
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educAting 
tomoRRow’s leAdeRs

HRF engages with students and involves them in human rights 

issues through its Oslo Scholars Program as well as its newly 

HVWDEOLVKHG�.LVWHIRV�6FKRODUV�3URJUDP�DQG�WKH�&ROOHJH�)UHHGRP�
Forum. Through the Oslo Scholars Program, OFF speakers connect 

with college and university students. Oslo Scholars attend the 

forum to meet a speaker who will serve as their mentor during 

a three-month summer project.

,Q������DQG�������VWXGHQWV�IURP�7XIWV�8QLYHUVLW\��8�6����WKH�
/RQGRQ�6FKRRO�RI�(FRQRPLFV��8�.����DQG�0F*LOO�8QLYHUVLW\�
�&DQDGD��VSHQW�WKHLU�VXPPHUV�JDLQLQJ�ILUVW�KDQG�H[SHULHQFH� 
in the human rights field by working alongside speakers from 

Angola, Equatorial Guinea, India, Iran, Pakistan, Peru, South  

.RUHD��6LQJDSRUH��7LEHW��DQG�:HVW�3DSXD��,Q�LWV�LQDXJXUDO�\HDU� 
LQ�������WKH�.LVWHIRV�6FKRODUV�3URJUDP³IXQGHG�E\�WKH�LQYHVWPHQW�
ÀUP�.LVWHIRV³JDYH�ÀYH�\RXQJ�1RUZHJLDQ�OHDGHUV�WKH�RSSRUWXQLW\�
to attend all OFF events.

College Freedom Forum
In partnership with various colleges and universities, HRF is 

bringing the experience of the Oslo Freedom Forum to college 

FDPSXVHV�DFURVV�WKH�FRXQWU\��7KH�&ROOHJH�)UHHGRP�)RUXP��&))�
is a series of one-day events designed to educate and enlighten 

students about individual rights and democracy around the world. 

Each CFF features engaging presentations and an opportunity for 

students and audience members to interact with the speakers 

one-on-one and during a question and answer session.

,Q�1RYHPEHU�������+5)�ZRUNHG�ZLWK�WKH�,QVWLWXWH�IRU�*OREDO�
/HDGHUVKLS�WR�KROG�WKH�ÀUVW�&ROOHJH�)UHHGRP�)RUXP�DW�7XIWV�
8QLYHUVLW\�LQ�%RVWRQ��7KH�HYHQW�HQDEOHG�QHDUO\�����VWXGHQWV�WR�
KHDU�KXPDQ�ULJKWV�VWRULHV�ÀUVW�KDQG�IURP�DFWLYLVWV�DQG�MRXUQDOLVWV�
working in Egypt, Equatorial Guinea, Iran, Morocco, and North 

.RUHD��,Q�OLQH�ZLWK�RXU�REMHFWLYH�RI�EULQJLQJ�KXPDQ�ULJKWV�HGXFDWLRQ�
WR�\RXQJHU�DXGLHQFHV��WKLV�ZDV�WKH�ÀUVW�RI�VHYHUDO�&))V�WKDW�ZH�ZLOO�
hold across the U.S. in the coming year, with CFF at the University 

RI�&RORUDGR�%RXOGHU�VODWHG�IRU�0DUFK����������
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Defeating SOPA and PIPA
,Q�-DQXDU\�������+5)�MRLQHG�D�FRDOLWLRQ�
of civil liberty groups to successfully 

prevent the passing of the SOPA and 

3,3$�ELOOV�LQ�WKH�8�6�³RYHUEHDULQJ�
copyright legislation that would have 

set a worrying censorship precedent for 

autocratic regimes.

Teaming up with Silent Circle
,Q�$XJXVW�������+5)�SDUWQHUHG�ZLWK�VHFXUH�FRPPXQLFDWLRQV�
ÀUP�6LOHQW�&LUFOH�WR�SURYLGH�7LEHWDQ�JURXSV�ZLWK�VRIWZDUH�WKDW�
allows them to evade Chinese censorship and surveillance to 

communicate securely with each other across the globe. This 

SDUWQHUVKLS�LV�WKH�ÀUVW�WR�SURYLGH�VHFXUH�FRPPXQLFDWLRQV�IRU�
whistleblowers, activists, and dissidents.

pARtneRing foR 
gReAteR impAct

“these gRoups 
now hAve Access 
to consumeR 
technology thAt 
puts them on An 
equAl footing 
with goveRnments. 
bits And bytes 
might not stAnd 
up to bombs And 
bullets, but this 
helps to level the 
plAying field.”  
 – GCN

(l-R) thor halvorssen, lobsang sangay,  
and sarah wasserman



Engaging Silicon Valley 
with Human Rights
,Q�6HSWHPEHU�������+5)�RUJDQL]HG�D�
meeting of San Francisco Bay Area tech 

leaders and dissidents for a discussion 

on technology and liberty. HRF plans to 

continue this engagement with Silicon 

9DOOH\�LQ�WKH�FRPLQJ�\HDU�

Unmasking Hypocrisy at the 
United Nations Human 
Rights Council
Each fall, during the United Nations Human 

5LJKWV�&RXQFLO��81+5&��HOHFWLRQV��+5)�KRVWV�
a counter-event with human rights advocates 

to denounce the admission of states with 

GRFXPHQWHG�ULJKWV�DEXVHV��,Q������DQG�������
HRF collaborated with Geneva-based UN 

Watch in New York to spotlight the irony 

RI�WKH�.D]DNKVWDQL��3DNLVWDQL��9HQH]XHODQ��
Chinese, Cuba, Russian, and Saudi 

governments joining the United Nations 

Human Rights Council. Testimonies of 

activists from each of the countries were 

featured in outlets such as Bloomberg News, 

The New York Times, and the Spanish 

newswire service EFE.
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“once they gAin membeRship, RepRessive stAtes 
use the council to cRAft oRwelliAn Resolutions 
thAt seeK to pRotect theiR politicAl contRol 
undeR the bAnneRs of nAtionAl soveReignty 
And inteRnAtionAl Respect.”  – New York Times

chen guangcheng
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finAnciAl
RepoRt

����
inCome

13%

15%

61%

11%

$485,677
$422,692
$2,047,463

$379,494
$3,335,326

individuAls
foundAtions

pRoject donAtions
*funds to 

noRwegiAn Account

totAl



$2,179,612 

$319,494
$73,843
$47,474

$2,620,423

pRogRAm
*pRogRAmmAtic 
expenses fRom 

noRwegiAn Account
AdministRAtion 

development

totAl

����
eXPenses
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3%

83%

12%

2%

*funds donated to the norwegian account are used for programmatic expenses for 
WKH�2VOR�)UHHGRP�)RUXP�DQG�GR�QRW�DSSHDU�LQ�+5)ōV�DXGLWHG�ƓQDQFLDO�VWDWHPHQWV



����
inCome

$827,595
$75,054
$990,127

$490,000
$2,382,776

individuAls
foundAtions

pRoject donAtions
*funds to 

noRwegiAn Account

totAl

42%

35%

20%

3%



$2,043,336 

$343,659
$78,102
$51,528

$2,516,625

pRogRAm
*pRogRAmmAtic 
expenses fRom 

noRwegiAn Account
AdministRAtion 

development

totAl

����
eXPenses

finAnciAl RepoRt 44*funds donated to the norwegian account are used for programmatic expenses for 
WKH�2VOR�)UHHGRP�)RUXP�DQG�GR�QRW�DSSHDU�LQ�+5)ōV�DXGLWHG�ƓQDQFLDO�VWDWHPHQWV

3%

81%

14%

2%
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stAff & boARd

internationaL CounCiL, 
direCtors, & adVisors

Chairman:
*DUU\�.DVSDURY

International Council:
.HQQHWK�$QGHUVRQ
George Ayittey

9ODGLPLU�%XNRYVN\�
Palden Gyatso

0DUW�/DDU
-DFTXHOLQH�0RXGHLQD
Amir Ahmad Nasr

Abdel Nasser Ould Ethmane

Park Sang Hak

Mutabar Tadjibaeyva

ÉOYDUR�9DUJDV�/ORVD
5DPyQ�-��9HOiVTXH]
Elie Wiesel

Harry Wu

Board of Directors 
& Advisors:
Thor Halvorssen

5RQ�-DFREV
*DUU\�.DVSDURY
Robert A. Sirico

Sarah Wasserman

President & CEO:
Thor Halvorssen

In Memoriam:
9iFODY�+DYHO��&KDLUPDQ������������
-DPHV�4��:LOVRQ������������
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staff

Javier El-Hage 
internationaL LegaL direCtor

-DYLHU�KROGV�D�PDVWHU·V�LQ�LQWHUQDWLRQDO�ODZ�IURP�&ROXPELD�8QLYHUVLW\�
6FKRRO�RI�/DZ�DQG�WKH�8QLYHUVLGDG�&RPSOXWHQVH�GH�0DGULG��
Formerly professor of public law at the Universidad Privada de Santa 

&UX]�%ROLYLD��KH�DOVR�WDXJKW�DW�WKH�8QLYHUVLGDG�$QGLQD�6LPRQ�%ROLYDU�
and Universidad de Aquino. Among his numerous publications, he 

DXWKRUHG�WKH�ERRN�´,QWHUQDWLRQDO�/DZ�/LPLWDWLRQV�IRU�WKH�&RQVWLWXWLRQDO�
$VVHPEO\��'HPRFUDF\��+XPDQ�5LJKWV��)RUHLJQ�,QYHVWPHQW�DQG�'UXJ�
&RQWUROµ�LQ�������+LV�ZULWLQJ�DQG�YLHZV�KDYH�DSSHDUHG�LQ�$PHULFD·V�
Quarterly, CNN, El Pais, Forbes, Foreign Policy, Fox News, and Wired. 

In recognition of his remarkable performance in academia, he was 

DZDUGHG�D�)XOEULJKW�6FKRODUVKLS�IRU�)DFXOW\�'HYHORSPHQW�LQ�������
-DYLHU·V�UHFHQW�UHVHDUFK�IRFXVHV�RQ�LQWHU�$PHULFDQ�VWDQGDUGV�RI�
protection for freedom of association, freedom of expression, and 

political rights.

Sandra Germaine 
eXeCutiVe assistant to the President

Sandra joins HRF with ten years of experience in business administration 

across various industries. She received her B.A. in political science and 

SKLORVRSK\�DV�ZHOO�DV�DQ�0%$�IURP�/R\ROD�0DU\PRXQW�8QLYHUVLW\�

Alex Gladstein 
direCtor of institutionaL affairs

$OH[�LV�WKH�GLUHFWRU�RI�LQVWLWXWLRQDO�DͿDLUV�DW�+5)��IRFXVLQJ�RQ�PHGLD�
and development. He has concurrently served as vice president of 

VWUDWHJ\�IRU�WKH�2VOR�)UHHGRP�)RUXP�VLQFH�LWV�LQFHSWLRQ�LQ�������$OH[·V�
writing and views on dissidents and dictators have appeared in TIME, 

7KH�$WODQWLF��%%&�:RUOG��9LFH��)RUEHV��$%&��3LWFKIRUN��)RUHLJQ�3ROLF\��
Ars Technica, NBC, and Rolling Stone. Before joining HRF, he served in 

WKH�R΀FH�RI�D�VKDGRZ�IRUHLJQ�VHFUHWDU\�LQ�WKH�%ULWLVK�3DUOLDPHQW��$OH[�
is a magna cum laude graduate of Tufts University, where he majored 

in international relations and Middle Eastern studies.
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Roberto Gonzalez 
LegaL assoCiate

Roberto is a Guatemalan attorney and cum laude graduate from 

5DIDHO�/DQGtYDU�8QLYHUVLW\��ZKHUH�KH�HDUQHG�DQ�//�%��+LV�LQWHUHVW�
IRU�KXPDQ�ULJKWV�EHJDQ�DV�DQ�XQGHUJUDGXDWH�LQ�������ZKHQ�KH�ZDV�
DZDUGHG�ÀUVW�SODFH�LQ�D�KXPDQ�ULJKWV�PRRW�FRXUW�FRPSHWLWLRQ��
As part of the legal department, Roberto’s research focuses on the 

XQLYHUVDO��(XURSHDQ��DQG�LQWHU�$PHULFDQ�KXPDQ�ULJKWV�V\VWHPV��/DVW�
year, he was part of the Program of Advanced Studies on Human 

5LJKWV�DQG�+XPDQLWDULDQ�/DZ�DW�WKH�:DVKLQJWRQ�&ROOHJH�RI�/DZ�

Thor Halvorssen 
President  &  Ceo

7KRU�LV�D�9HQH]XHODQ�ERUQ�KXPDQ�ULJKWV�DGYRFDWH�DQG�ÀOP�SURGXFHU��
'HVFULEHG�E\�7KH�1HZ�<RUN�7LPHV�DV�´D�FKDPSLRQ�RI�WKH�XQGHUGRJ�
and the powerless,” he began advocating for human rights as an 

DGROHVFHQW�LQ�/RQGRQ�E\�RUJDQL]LQJ�RSSRVLWLRQ�WR�6RXWK�$IULFDQ�
apartheid. He became involved full-time in the promotion of due 

process and individual rights after his father became a political 

SULVRQHU�LQ�9HQH]XHOD��+H�IRXQGHG�+5)�DIWHU�KLV�PRWKHU�ZDV�VKRW�
GXULQJ�D�SROLWLFDO�SURWHVW�LQ�9HQH]XHOD�LQ�������+H�LV�WKH�3DWURQ�RI�WKH�
Prague-based Children’s Peace Movement, On Own Feet. Thor has 

lectured at universities across the world on matters of liberty, and his 

opinions and views have appeared in numerous venues including The 

1HZ�<RUN�7LPHV��7KH�:DOO�6WUHHW�-RXUQDO��7KH�(FRQRPLVW��7KH�:DVK-

LQJWRQ�3RVW��1DWLRQDO�5HYLHZ��1DWLRQDO�3XEOLF�5DGLR��7LPH��WKH�'DLO\�
Telegraph, New York Post, and GQ, as well as television outlets such as 

$O�-D]HHUD��&11��)R[�1HZV��061%&��%%&��+%2��DQG�PDQ\�RWKHUV��+H�
LV�D�UHJXODU�FROXPQLVW�IRU�7KH�+X΀QJWRQ�3RVW�DQG�)RUEHV�

finanCiaL
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Jamie Hancock 
Program &  deVeLoPment offiCer

-DPLH�MRLQHG�+5)�DIWHU�FRPSOHWLQJ�KHU�0�$��LQ�LQWHUQDWLRQDO�SROLWLFV�
and business at New York University, where her thesis focused on the 

HURVLRQ�RI�SUHVV�IUHHGRP�LQ�/DWLQ�$PHULFD��6KH�DOVR�KROGV�D�EDFKHORU·V�
degree with a double major in international political economy and 

Spanish language and literature from the University of California 

at Berkeley.

Jacob Høi Jensen 
Program offiCer

-DFRE�JUDGXDWHG�ZLWK�KRQRUV�IURP�(XJHQH�/DQJ�/LEHUDO�$UWV�&ROOHJH�LQ�
New York City, where he studied history. His studies focused mainly 

RQ�PRGHUQ�(XURSHDQ�KLVWRU\��HVSHFLDOO\�WKH�GHYHORSPHQW�RI�WKH�'DQLVK�
ZHOIDUH�VWDWH��2ULJLQDOO\�IURP�&RSHQKDJHQ��'HQPDUN��-DFRE�KDV�VSHQW�
the last six years in the United States.

John Lechner 
Program and deVeLoPment assistant

-RKQ�LV�D�JUDGXDWH�RI�6\UDFXVH�8QLYHUVLW\��ZKHUH�KH�VWXGLHG�
LQWHUQDWLRQDO�DͿDLUV�DQG�HFRQRPLFV��+H�KHOG�WZR�VXPPHU�LQWHUQVKLSV�
ZLWK�+5)�EHIRUH�EHJLQQLQJ�D�IXOO�WLPH�SRVLWLRQ�LQ�WKH�VXPPHU�RI�������
Born in Stavanger, Norway, he spent his formative years overseas and 

hails from Houston, Texas.

Sarah E. Parker 
senior Program direCtor

6DUDK�EHJDQ�ZRUNLQJ�ZLWK�+5)�LQ�������DIWHU�UHFHLYLQJ�D�%�$��IURP�
'XNH�8QLYHUVLW\��ZKHUH�VKH�VWXGLHG�/DWLQ�$PHULFDQ�KLVWRU\��FXOWXUH��
and politics, with a concentration in human rights.
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Centa Rek 
researCher

Centa is a Bolivian attorney and cum laude graduate from Santa 

&UX]�3ULYDWH�8QLYHUVLW\��ZKHUH�VKH�HDUQHG�DQ�//�%��DQG�DQ�//�0��
6KH�EHJDQ�FROODERUDWLQJ�ZLWK�+5)�LQ�������ZKLOH�ZRUNLQJ�DV�D�OHJDO�
counsel in the oil and gas industry. Centa has co-authored several 

international human rights law reports.

Jessica Tirado-McKinney
Program and deVeLoPment offiCer

-HVVLFD�KROGV�D�PDVWHU·V�GHJUHH�LQ�LQWHUQDWLRQDO�DͿDLUV�ZLWK�D�IRFXV�
on human rights from New York University, and a bachelor’s in 

political science and sociology from the State University of New 

<RUN�DW�1HZ�3DOW]��6KH�KDV�SUHYLRXVO\�ZRUNHG�IRU�WKH�,QWHUQDWLRQDO�
Rescue Committee, coordinating capacity-strengthening projects in 

ÀYH�FRXQWULHV��-HVVLFD�KDV�DOVR�ZRUNHG�LQ�ÀHOG�VHWWLQJV�ZLWK�VHYHUDO�
local NGOs, including documenting human rights violations against 

children along the Burma-Thailand border, monitoring caste-based 

human rights abuses in Nepal, and supporting micro-enterprise 

business development in Rwanda.

Sarah Wasserman 
Chief oPerating offiCer

6DUDK�KDV�ZRUNHG�ZLWK�+5)�VLQFH�LW�ZDV�IRXQGHG�LQ�������DQG�DOVR�
serves as senior vice president of the Oslo Freedom Forum. Before 

joining HRF, she worked for Grey Global in public relations and the 

Foundation for Individual Rights in Education. Sarah is on the board of 

+5)��WKH�%RDUG�RI�9LVLRQDULHV�DW�+RSH�IRU�9LVLRQ��D�QRQSURÀW�WKDW�
supports research into preventing and curing retinal diseases; and 

WKH�&RPPLWWHH�RI�KHDUW	IHHW�DW�WKH�$QGUHD�5L]]R�)RXQGDWLRQ��ZKLFK�
sponsors programs that provide special needs children with dance 

therapy. She graduated from Brown University with a concentration 

LQ�LQWHUQDWLRQDO�UHODWLRQV��IRFXVLQJ�KHU�VWXGLHV�RQ�/DWLQ�$PHULFD�

finanCiaL
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interns

Felipe Campoamor 
Summer 2013
6HDFUHVW�&RXQWU\�'D\�+LJK�6FKRRO

Tripp Odom 
Spring 2012
&ROXPELD�8QLYHUVLW\��%�$��(DVW�$VLDQ�/DQJXDJH�DQG�&XOWXUH

Caroline Shang 
Spring 2013
Columbia University, B.S. Biomedical Engineering

Melissa Sirola
Fall 2013
9LUJLQLD�3RO\WHFKQLF�,QVWLWXWH�	�6WDWH�8QLYHUVLW\��%�$��3V\FKRORJ\

Ekaterina Teteryatnikova 
Spring 2012
&LW\�8QLYHUVLW\�RI�1HZ�<RUN��0�$��/LEHUDO�6WXGLHV
Columbia University, B.A. Psychology

Yazhen Wang 
Summer 2013
New York University, M.A. International Relations

%HLMLQJ�)RUHLJQ�6WXGLHV�8QLYHUVLW\��%�$��'LSORPDF\



Contact 
Human Rights Foundation

Empire State Building #4515

New York, NY 10118

Phone: +1.212.246.8486

Fax: +1.212.643.4278

Email: info@thehrf.org

humanrightsfoundation.org

Twitter: @HRF

Facebook: HumanRightsFoundation

Google+: https://plus.google.com/+TheHRForg

oslofreedomforum.com

Twitter: @OsloFF

Facebook: OsloFreedomForum

Google+: http://plus.google.com/+oslofreedomforum


